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production of coke, Gelsenkirchen on this coalfield" is the chief town
In Germany, and from it large quantities of coke were sent to the
ironfields of French and German Lorraine, as well as to the Saar,
where it was used along with the coke made there.
The iron ore which is obtained along with the coal is limited in
amount, but was in earlier times of some importance in helping
to build up the great iron-smelting industry of the Ruhr district,
which in 1913 produced over 50 per cent of the total German output
of pig-iron and over 55 per cent of its total output of steel. The
chief sources from which iron-ore was obtained were Lorraine,
Luxembourg, Sweden, and Spain; but for the various industries of
the region large quantities of pig-iron and mild steel were brought
'from Lorraine, Luxembourg, and the Saar, in which regions many
modem iron and steel works had been established by the Germans,
who worked them in close co-operation with the Rhenish-West-
phalian group.
By the war of 1914-18, therefore, Germany not only lost control
of the districts "from which it obtained a considerable amount of
iron-ore, but it also lost important sources of semi-manufactured
products used by the Ruhr industrial region. To meet the diffi-
culties thus created the iron and steel industry was reorganized,
Before the war, many works were engaged in the mass production
of iron and steel, and large quantities of pig-iron, billets, blooms,
and other semi-manufactured products were exported. But with
the loss of Lorraine there has been a movement towards the forma-
tion of powerful industrial groups, embracing everything from the
supply of raw material to the production of the finished article.
The export of semi-manufactured goods is now relatively unimport-
ant, and the bulk of the output consists of such articles as girders,
rails, tubes, plates, and wire. For such work Germany is by no
means unfavourably placed. In addition to the home supplies of
ore, which are not inconsiderable (at present they produce about
one-third of the ore consumed), the excellent waterways of the
country facilitate the import of large quantities of foreign ore at
low rates; Swedish ores owing to their high content of iron are
now much in demand, but Lorraine and Spain are also important
sources of supply. Semi-manufactured products obtained from
Lorraine form, as they did before 1914, part of the raw material
of the Ruhr steel-master. The supplies of coal are also